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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Scrollers, 
 

Don’t forget our annual scrolling contest held during the March meeting.  It is truly 
amazing the range of items that get entered every year and I’m sure that this year 
won’t be any different. The category this year is birds so show some creativity and 
make a bird with your saw. The only rule is that you need to use a scroll saw in the 
process. 
 

Nancy and I will be trying to find some warm weather  on February 1st so I won’t be at 
the next meeting. Katie Nielsen will leading the meeting and it’s a meeting you won’t 
want to miss because Mike Snyder will be discussing  his passion for puzzle making 
and his puzzle collection. 
 

Keep scrolling, 

 

John 
 

Next Meeting: 9:30 AM at the Knights of Columbus Hall – 1114 American Blvd., Bloomington 55420 – Lower Level 
 

Annual Scroll Saw 
Contest 
 

 

2014 WOODEN BIRD CONTEST 

 Calling all Scrollers! (We need a count) Let us know at the meeting, or... 

 Call or e-mail Jeff at 612-708-6264; jcdadd@juno.com if you plan to show your bird. 
 

 According to Wikipedia: Birds are feathered, winged, bipedal, endothermic, egg-
laying, vertebrate animals. With around 10,000 living species, they are the most 
specious class of tetrapod vertebrates. See birds that may be living or not Click here. 

 

 The judging will be in two categories (1) Fretwork and (2) Intarsia.  

 The judging will include both creativity and technical quality, so whether you’re a 
beginner, intermediate or advanced scroller you ought to enter the contest.  

March 1, 2014, KC Hall 9:30 AM 

      The goal is to have another fun day for everyone. 

Minnesota’s Scroll Saw Artists 
Meets 1

st
 Saturdays September through May 

  9:30-11:30.  
www.northstarscrollers.org  

Member of the Scrollsaw Association of the World 
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FEBRUARY MEETING 

PROGRAM 
 

 

 

PUZZLES, PUZZLES, PUZZLES! 
Are you ready to be Metagrobolized? 
 

Mike Snyder will be back to show and talk about mechanical puzzles.  While he has 
been interested in puzzles his whole life, about 20 years ago he started to get serious 
about them.  Since then he has been designing, building, trading and collecting puzzles 
from all over the world.  We are not talking about jigsaw puzzles - these are puzzles 
like you have never imagined. 
 

Even if you have heard him speak before, the presentation has been refreshed with 
new topics.  By dipping in to his collection of over 1500 puzzles, he will bring many 
samples that you have never seen before. 
  
Don’t miss this interesting talk.  Better yet, bring a friend! 

 

January’s Featured Presentation 
REALISTIC PICTURES 

By Donna Zibley 
 

 

There is certainly no shortage of woodworking talent among the North Star Scrollers. In fact, 
the amount of talent, skills and experience is really quite remarkable. Also amazing are the 
varieties of ways to use those scrolling talents–be it fretwork, intarsia, marquetry, etc. And 
where another specialty is concerned, the young, talented workworker Matt Zarling has a 
special set of skills. 
 
Matt’s style of scrolling is unique among our club’s many experienced scrollers. He is the only 

one of us who specializes in a relatively uncommon scroll-saw technique called 
pictorial segmentation. Its difference from typical segmentation is that sections 
are raised up (assembled in relief) to give depth. It is different from intarsia in that 
the entire piece is cut from a single panel, allowing for continuous grain 
throughout the portrait. Also, unlike intarsia, the sharp edges of pieces are NOT 
sanded down to make a smooth transition from one piece to the next. This allows 
for the reality of sharp edges in nature.  
 
Matt starts by making a pattern from an actual photograph. Once the entire project is cut, the individual segments are then 
stained according to the relative color and lighting of the original image. After the stain is totally dry, the pieces are 
reassembled in relief, creating a three dimensional effect, providing a high degree of realism. There are NO backerboards 
or shims used to get that effect. It all comes from proper edge gluing during vertical assembly. 
 
Matt learned about pictorial segmentation from a book by Patrick Spielman and Kerry Shirts called Scroll Saw Art–Realistic 
Pictures in Wood. This is a relatively new form of artwork and, other than that book, there is really not much other 
information about it…not even on the Internet. Below are some pictorial/portrait segmentation tips from Matt: 
 

 
CUTTING  
 ALL pieces are cut from the same panel, which gives you a continuous grain 

throughout the piece. One panel makes for easier fitting of the pieces together in 
the project. 

 Use as finely sanded a grade of panel as possible that will take stain. 
 The panel should be light colored so that the lightest areas of your project 

can be left unstained. 
 Maple works best and comes 1” thick 
 Aspen is also great and comes ½” thick 
 Ideally, the panel should be about ½” thick.  This avoids a blocky appearance while still providing adequate 

gluing surface. 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=bm9ydGhzdGFyc2Nyb2xsZXJzLm9yZ3x3d3d8Z3g6ZTk4NDhmMzA5ZTAyNTdm


 
 Use an oversized panel and make “puzzle piece" cuts in the waste area , as 

it will help to hold the segments as they are cut. 
 Usually cut the perimeter first and then the rest. 

 As you cut the pieces, make a mark on the back of each piece so, when 
assembling, you know which side is up. This is especially helpful as Matt’s 
projects can have as many as 400 pieces 

 Cutting is more like cutting fretwork than intarsia because you don’t have 
wood grain to add the detail. Thus, you must cut more detail into the actual 
wood in this process. 

 Use the finest blade you are comfortable with for your material:  Matt prefers Flying Dutchman Ultra Reverse 
#1 blades for the bulk of the project and perhaps #3 ONLY for the perimeter. 

 Matt cleans up each piece as he cuts it and then places them onto a blank pattern (in the correct position). He works 
from the edges inward.  

 
 
 

 Make your scroll saw table zero clearance so that you don’t lose any of the tiny pieces 
through the hole in your table top, and to support the edges to minimize tearout. 
Matt places on top of his saw a plexiglass sheet as the primary zero clearance table.  A 
playing card can be taped over the blade entry hole for extremely fine cuts.  The blade 
goes through a small hole in the card, preventing tiny project pieces from falling 
through. When a playing card wears out, Matt simply tapes down a new one. They are 
cheap and sturdy, so they work well for this application. 

 
PATTERNS 

 
 Matt hand-draws his own patterns based on original photos or pictures. He lays the picture 
on graphite paper that lays on top of blank pattern paper. He then traces the lines he intends to 
cut (he actually draws on the picture) and it transfers to the pattern paper underneath. 

 You must get copyright privileges in writing if you sell your work or your patterns. 
 Always get written permission to use someone else’s picture. 
 Make four copies of each pattern: one each for cutting, laying out, for reference 

and for your pattern file.  

 In a way, the making of the pattern can be the most artistic part of this style of 
woodworking. 

 
 
STAINING 
 Various stains are used to paint the portrait in the many pieces of wood. Different shades of stain provide the depth 

required of the project. 

 He uses Minwax stains, including golden oak, puritan pine, English chestnut and dark walnut. 

 No stain at all is used for the lightest color on a project. 

 For various levels of shading, use a layering technique. 
 Leave the lightest pieces unstained. Wipe on lighter a tone first, then darker tones. 
 Lay one stain on top of another. 
 Use heavy coats (pooling atop wood) for extremely dark tones. 
 Use mineral spirits to pull off stain for lighter tones or mid-tones (between stains). 
 Do not mix stain! 

 Uses paper shop towels to apply the stain, and the edge of folded towels for detail staining. 

 Heavily stained pieces, such as the pupil of an eye, takes 24 to 48 hours for the to totally dry. MUST be dry before 
assembly! 

 Use a tiny dot of carefully placed white paint on eyes to make them appear to be looking at you. 

 

 

 



 

ASSEMBLY 
 Cut and stained pieces are glued back together in relief for a 3D effect. 

 The project is assembled vertically by gluing the 
edges of the pieces together.  

 Smaller projects can be assembled free-standing. 
On the other hand, Matt uses a Dremel vise with 
small clamps to assemble larger projects. 

 Oftentimes it is easiest to work with several 
sections of a piece at once,  and at times the shape 
of a cut actually dictates that you glue parts upside down in order for gravity to hold individual pieces in place 
while drying. 

 Critical assembly tools are tweezers, pick sets and great lighting. 

 Lots of small clamps and rubber bands are used to hold pieces in place while the Titebond II glue is drying.  

 As a tool to apply glue, Matt makes his own paint brush by wetting a toothpick and crushing the end of it. 

 To fill the space lost to the kerf, you can lay in a thread or a used blade every 6th piece. You could also leave the cover 
off the glue so it thickens and naturally fills in the kerf , or save sawdust and mix it in with the glue.   

 The more complex the pattern, the more necessary the compensatory measures.  Simpler pieces may not require this. 
 

FINISHING 
 Once all the glue is dried you should spray a coat of Waatco spray lacquer over the 

project. 

 Make sure all the dust is settled in the air before spraying. 

 Use either a semi-gloss or satin spray. 

 Set your project on painters pyramids prior to spraying. 

 Spray both the front and the back so there is less wood shifting. 

 Use eyes with wire for hanging the project. 
 

Matt’s presentation was very thorough. It’s clear that he is passionate about his craft. Great thanks go out to Matt for 
providing us with another very organized and informative tutorial.  
 

Check out his website at: www.zarlingscrollworks.com  

 

January Show and Tell 

  
 

 

 

 

  
 

http://www.zarlingscrollworks.com/


Swede Update  After three surgeries , eight weeks in Presbyterian Homes & Services, and Doctor 
appointments, I finally am at home.  The latest Doctor report is that I am to stay 
confined to a wheel chair for the next four weeks.  Then if everything looks 
good, another four weeks on walkers and crutches.  The main reason for the 12 weeks 
is no weight bearing on the leg.  Just allowing the bone grafting to do it's job.  Needless 
to say, I probably will not be attending the next few NSS meetings.   

 Sorry about shutting off all visits and telephone calls but with a diet of whoopee pills for 
pain, I was kinda out of it!  Anyhow, special thanks to all of you for the cards, concerns, 
thoughts and prayers.  The good news is that through all this, you have helped the 
healing process. (read on) 

Buy/Sell/Borrow  Now for the sad part from Swede.  Carole and Swede will be downsizing during the next 
couple months.  If any one has need for wood and any scroll saw/carving tools, tables or 
work benches contact me quickly.  Items are available to members for the next month 
or two.  Then will be listed on Craig's List.  Price is right, quality is good, so come take a 
look!  Call me:  612-723-4346. Thank you. Swede 

Club News Review BUSINESS MEETING 
 New Members: Jerry Switzer, Carl Buettemeier, David Van-Oss and Terry Krampitz. 

Contact information will be available in the next newsletter. Welcome to NSS. 

 TLC Toys – Phil Legard gave reported that TLC Toys donated 30,123 toys this year 
including 518 completed by the NorthStar Scrollers. 

 

Coming Events  Annual Scroll Saw Contest: Saturday, March 1, 2014. Call or e-mail today: 

 Click Woodcraft to see a variety of classes being held there on 90th and Bloomington. 

 

Mielke’s Mill JIM MIELKE - AWESOME WOOD SOURCE  Jim generously brought in a ton of wood at the last 
meeting and has thousands of board feet on hand, along with burls, for your purchase at a 
very fair price. Make use of this handy source of great Minnesota wood. Let Jim know ahead 
of time what type of wood you want and he will bring it to the next meeting... OR pay him a 
visit: Mielke’s Mill and Crafts, 37885 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 

Phone: 651-587-7177. e-mail: jimlindamielke@gmail.com 
 

S.A.W. 
 
 
 
 

SCROLLSAW ASSOCIATION OF THE WORLD 
 If you’re not a member of S.A.W. and want to be, sign up here on-line. Please note on 

your application that you heard about SAW through Minnesota’s North Star Scrollers! 

 For those of you NSS members who are also members of SAW, you should have noticed 
a new appearance to the quarterly SAWDUST publication with all the colored pictures.  
The ball began to roll when our news editor, Katie McBride, was appointed as 
Ambassador for SAW.  She jumped at the opportunity and immediately got involved 
with the Ambassador Conference calls.  I was so proud when Katie said "Two of our 
members suggested to upgrade SAWDUST with colored pictures".  The Board of 
Directors studied our suggestion  and the January issue of SAWDUST has colored 
pictures.  What would happen if each member of SAW would give helpful input and 
suggestions? Thanks, members, for making a difference by simply making a suggestion.  

 Please send your ideas to Katie McBride kmcb2006@comcast.net. 

 NSS members are encouraged to join SAW for several reasons but especially because it 
provides our club with many benefits. 

Reminders  
 Notify a NSS officer if you plan to enter a bird in the March Wooden Bird Contest. 

 Newsletter Deadline: The 15th of the month. Kmcb2006@comcast.net . 

 Send your buy/sell items and interesting links.  
Send your own article for publication in the newsletter. 

 

Club LOGO MERCHANDISE 
 New NorthStar “Artistry in Wood” sweatshirts are available.  

 Call John: 952-445-3021. 

 $15 t-shirt; $12 hat; $6 mug. Proceeds go to our club, and the advertisement goes a 

http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=306&page=classes
http://www.saw-online.com/SawPages/JoinSawNow/WaysYouCanJoin.asp
mailto:kmcb2006@comcast.net
mailto:Kmcb2006@comcast.net


Merchandise  

 

long way! 

 Don’t forget the thousands of items available to us with the NSS logo. Clothing, mugs, 
coasters, framed photos–you name it–they’ve got it available. Check it out at 
www.taylormadespecialities.com  Remember, NO MINIMUM ORDER REQUIRED. 

Interesting Links  Go to our website’s Useful links for some of our members’ favorite websites. 

Club 
Discounts 

VENDORS GIVING 10% GUILD DISCOUNTS WITH NSS MEMBERSHIP: 
 Just show your NSS membership card! 

Woodcraft 
9125 Lyndale Ave South 
Bloomington, MN 55420 
952-884-3634 

http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store
.aspx?id=306  

Rockler Woodworking 
2020 W. Cnty. Rd. 42  
Burnsville, MN 55337 
952-892-7999 

www.rockler.com/retail/burnsville-
minnesota-hardware-store.cfm 

Rockler Woodworking 
1935 Beam Avenue 
Maplewood, MN 55109 
(651) 773-5285 

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/mn/maplewood-
store 

Youngblood Lumber 
1335 Central Avenue Northeast 
Minneapolis, MN 55413-1514 

(612) 789-3521 

www.youngbloodlumber.com 

Forest Products Supply, Inc. 
2650 Highway 61 North 
Maplewood, MN 55109 
651-770-2834 
www.forestproductssupply.com/ 

Mielke’s Mill – Jim Mielke, Proprietor 

37885 Park Trail 
Almelund, MN 55012 
651-583-2813 – cell: 651-587-7177  
jimlindamielke@gmail.com 
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